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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed 
in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language 

2. Claims 1, 6-14, 16, 19-20, 25, 27-31, 36-40, 42-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by McLoone, US. Pat. No. 6,902,332. 

3. Claims 1, 25, 31, 36, 39, 40, 44, 45, McLoone teaches a general purpose computer 
system for navigating and accessing content [computer system of Fig, 7], comprising: 

a plurality of applications [application programs 196 of Fig, 7], at least one of the 
applications handling a different type of media content than other [col 2, lines 38-44]; 

transport controls independent-of the applications for inputting commands to navigate 
and access content of the applications [transport controls 247 and navigation control 241 of Fig, 
5]; and 

an operating system having a component operably coupled to the transport controls and 
the applications, the component receiving the input commands from the transport controls and 
sending the input commands to the apphcations [operating system 195 of Fig. 7]. 
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4. A claim 6, McLoone teaches one of the applications comprises a spreadsheet application 
[col. 7, line 57]. 

5. Claims 7, 27, 43, McLoone teaches the spreadsheet application receives an input 
command corresponding to the transport controls for recording an annotation to a cell of the 
spreadsheet [transport controls 247 include record command, see col 6, lines 57-62]. 

6. Claim 8, McLoone teaches the spreadsheet application receives input commands from the 
transport controls for reviewing a recorded annotation made to a cell of the spreadsheet [see col. 

6. lines 57-62]. 

7. Claims 9, 37-38, McLoone teaches input commands use at least one member of the set 
comprising previous and next [coL 6, line 53]. 

8. Claim 10, McLoone teaches one of the applications comprises a word processing 
application [creation and modification of electronic documents, col. 1, lines 61-62], 

9. Claims 11, 28, 42, McLoone teaches the word processing application receives the input 
commands corresponding to the transport controls for recording an annotation to a document 
[transport controls 247 include record command, see col. 6, lines 57-62]. 

10. Claim 12, McLoone teaches the word processing application receives input commands 
from the transport controls for reviewing a recorded annotation made to a document [see col. 6, 
lines 57-62], 

11. Claims 13, 29, McLoone teaches the input commands use at least one member of a set 
containing previous and next [col 6, line 53]. 

12. Claims 14, 30, McLoone teaches the transport controls use at least one member of a set 
containing play, pause, stop, previous, next and record [col 6, lines 50-62]. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/677, 1 06 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2116 

13. Claims 16, 19, McLoone teaches the buttons of the transport controls reside on a 
computer keyboard/remote control [keyboard 200 and remote control section 205 of Fig. 2], 

14. Claim 20, McLoone teaches the component operably coupled to the transport controls 
comprises a hardware interface [e.g., serial port interface 106 of Fig. 7]. 

15. Claim 46, McLoone teaches skipping a portion of the content using the transport controls 
[col 6, line 61], 

16. Claim 47, McLoone teaches scanning a portion of the content using the transport controls 

[col 6, lines 50-62]. 

17. Claim 32, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kikinis, US. 
Pat. No. 6,483,905. 

18. Claim 32, Kikinis teaches a method for accessing voice mail in a computer system [title, 
abstract], comprising: 

selecting a voice mail message from a Ust of voice mail messages [col. 2, lines 39-41] 
using control buttons [button 57 of Fig. 4]\ and 

playing the voice mail message that was selected [abstract]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

19. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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20. Claims 2-5, 26, 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McLoone, US. Pat. No. 6,902,332 in view of Greco, US. Pat. No. 5,568,540. 

21 . Claims 2, 26, 41, McLoone fails to teach a voice mail application. 

Greco teaches a system for selecting and playing a voice mail message in a computer 
[title, abstract]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system of McLoone to include a voice mail application, because it 
allows the user to navigate his voice mail messages while using his computer. 

22. Claims 3, McLoone teaches the voice mail application receives the input commands 
corresponding to the transport controls for browsing a list of voice mail messages [transport 
controls 24 7 and navigation control 241 of Fig, 3], 

23. Claims 4, McLoone teaches the voice mail application receives an input command 
corresponding to the transport controls for reviewing a recorded reply to a voice mail message 

[col 6, lines 50-63]. 

24. Claims 5, McLoone teaches the input commands use at least one member of a set 
containing previous and next [col 6, lines 50-63], 

25. Claims 15, 17-18, 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over McLoone US. Pat. No. 6,902,332 in view of Kikinis, US. Pat. No. 6,483,905. 

26. Claims 15, 17-18, McLoone fails to teach the buttons of the transport controls reside on a 
computer housing, computer monitor or a communication panel. 

Kikinis teaches a system for navigating applications using a button placed in a computer 
box, a monitor, keyboard and the like [col. 6, lines 2-6\. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system of McLoone to include the buttons of the transport controls 
reside on a computer housing, computer monitor or a conmiunication panel, because it increases 
flexibility and simplicity of the system. 

27. Claims 21-22, McLoone fails to teach a visual indicator for a transport control 
Kikinis teaches a visual indicator for a transport control [5, line 65, col 8, lines 6-7]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system of McLoone to include a visual indicator for a transport control, 
because it signals the user that new documents are waiting to be reviewed [see Kikinis, col 8, 
lines 6-7], 

28. Claims 23-24, it is a matter of design choice to have the visual representation illuminates 
with the color red while recording and illuminates with the color amber while pausing, because it 
gives the user a clear indication as to whether the system is recording or pausing. 

29. Claims 33-35 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kikinis, 
US. Pat No. 6,483,905 in \ieyv Greco et al, US. Pat. No. 5,568,540 

30. Claims 33-34, Kikinis fails to teach using a previous button to step up the list of voice 
mail messages and using a next button to step down the list of voice mail messages. 

Greco teaches a system for selecting and playing a voice mail message in a computer 
[title, abstract]. Comprising a previous button to step up the list of voice mail messages and 
using a next button to step down the list of voice mail messages [see button J 53-1 59 of Fig. 3]. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system of Kikinis to include using a previous button to step up the list of 
voice mail messages and using a next button to step down the list of voice mail messages, 
because it allows the user to easily go through the messages back and forth. 
31. Claim 35, Kikinis fails to teach recording a reply to the voice mail played; and sending 
the reply to the sender of the voice mail. 

Greco teaches recording a reply to the voice mail played [coL 2, lines 7-8], and sending 
the reply to the sender of the voice mail [using the reply button 192 of fig. 2, see also col. 5, lines 
15-18]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system of Kikinis to include recording a reply to the voice mail played; 
and sending the reply to the sender of the voice mail, because it allows the user to easily respond 
to a message. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to A Elamin whose telephone number is (571) 272-3674. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne Browne can be reached on (571) 272-3670. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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